Chapter One
IS    POLAND    LOST?

IN    I935,    WHILE    IN    WARSAW,    I    PUBLISHED    AN

article under the above title, pointing out the
potential danger that was threatening Poland from
her two mighty neighbours. I wrote that Poland,
a buffer State between Nazi Germany and Soviet
Russia, would one day be attacked by one of the
two, if not by both. I was thereupon approached
by the collaborators of Colonel Joseph Beck at
the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to explain
my reasons for this pessimistic forecast. I did so,
marshalling my arguments as best I could. Two
years earlier, in March 1933, I had had personal
interviews with M. Louis Barthou, the then
Foreign Minister of France, and Dr Eduard
Benes, President of the Czechoslovak Republic, and,
refusing to be influenced by their optimistic views of
the situation, had kept a close watch on the develop-
ment of events in Nazi Germany and, as a sincere
friend of the New Poland, I was not feeling at all
happy about that country's immediate prospects.

The officials of the Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs countered my arguments by confidently
pointing to the Polish-Soviet and Polish-German
Pacts. They were certain that Poland was safe from
the Soviet, while as to Germany, Polish relations
with that country were not only normal, but
thoroughly friendly. M. Sciezynski, Director of the
'Iskra*, the Polish official news agency, treated
me to a brief survey of Polish history during the
last few centuries and said that his country had
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